



RIBBLE BANKS PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Council meeting
held at the Rathmell Reading Room
on Tuesday 19th September 2017 at 19.30 
PRESENT
Councillors – A. Sutcliffe (Chair), C. Yorke, E. Roe and J. Ketchell.
IN ATTENDANCE
Ms. B. Roos (Clerk/RFO) and 5 members of the public. 

17/46. OPENING & APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

There were no apologies for absence.
17/47. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST & REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 
None.
17/48. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
None.
17/49. REPORTS FROM THE DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS IF ABLE TO ATTEND

There were no reports as the Councillors were not present at this meeting. 
17/50. TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18th July 2017
The minutes of the Council meeting held on 18th July 2017 were approved as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair. 
17/51. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

A member of the public asked if the Council would consider adopting the Rathmell  public phone box. Cllr Yorke and the Clerk explained that the Council has pursued this at length in the past and unfortunately had to come to the conclusion that this would not be a viable option. After discussion it was agreed that the Chair will check if this phone box is now indeed on the list of the 28 phone boxes that BT wishes to dispose of and who to best contact at BT to further pursue this matter.    
17/52. MATTERS ARISING

The Chair will at his next Committee Meeting with the Highways department discuss the issue of responsibility for the replacement of the missing Rathmell village sign. 
17/53. FINANCE
17/53.1 Current Bank Balances
The Clerk took the Councillors through the current bank balances.  
17/53.2 Payments to be authorised

The Clerk took the Councillors through the payments that required authorisation. The payments were approved and cheques were signed after the meeting. 
17/54.  PLANNING MATTERS
It was resolved not to object to planning application 2017/18419/FUL. 
17/55. CORRESPONDENCE

No new correspondence was received that needed further action.
17/56. REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS AND COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES
Chairman
The Chair reported that CDC currently has a backlog of planning applications and that a new Planning Officer will start soon via a recruitment agency.
Halton West

Cllr Yorke requested the Clerk to keep pursuing the issue of the crash barrier on the A682 against Tommy Clark Wood. 
Rathmell
Cllr Ketchell reported on the status of fiber broadband in the villages. It was resolved to become a member of Parish Online. Being able to use the maps provided by this service will be a huge help for the further planning of broadband.
Wigglesworth
None. 
Clerk
None.
17/57. VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTS, RIGHTS OF WAY AND HIGHWAYS
Following a question from Cllr Roe, the Chair will discuss the responsibility issue of cutting overhanging trees at his next Committee Meeting with Highways. Cllr Roe further inquired if, now that Rathmell school is closed, the Council has any responsibilities for the ongoing use of the playground by children. Cllr Ketchell explained that a meeting will be held on 29th September in the village to discuss how the money from the sale of all the school’s assets will be used. The money will either be divided amongst all Yorkshire CoE schools or can be kept locally for the benefit of the village. As the ownership of the school is currently not clear, this is to be further investigated and discussed.  
17/58. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING
It was resolved that the next meeting will be held on 21st November 2017 in Wigglesworth.
There being no other business the meeting closed at 20.20 hours.
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